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SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: AG STEYN ANNOUNCES REGISTRATION STARTING 
ON JUNE 26 

1 . SOUTH AFRICAN PRESS ASSOCIATION (SAPA) ITEM THIS MORNING 
REPORTS THAT ADMINISTRATOR GENERAL STEYN TOLD AN AUDIENCE 
OF OVAMBO HEADMEN ON JUNE 20 THAT MACHINERY FOR INDEPENDENCE 
BY DECEMBER 31 WOULD BE SET IN MOTION. HE SAID "THE 
REGISTRATION OF VOTERS WILL BEGIN ON MONDAY (JUNE 26) AND 
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WILL LAST ABOUT THREE MONTHS SO THAT THE THREE ELECTIONS 
FOR A CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY CAN BE HELD BEFORE THE BEGINNING 
OF THE RAINY SEASON. A FURTHER PROCLAMATION CONCERNING 
DETAILS OF THE ELECTORAL ACT AND DEFINING THE TASK OF THE 
CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY WILL SHORTLY BE ANNOUNCED. THEN 
THE ELECTION DATE WILL BE MADE KNOWN." SAPA ITEM SAID 
STEYN ADDED THAT SHIPANGA WAS RETURNING TO HOLD TALKS 
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WITH STEYN AND THAT HE (SHIPANGA) HAD ACCEPTED THE 
WESTERN PROPOSALS. HE WENT ON TO SAY, "THE WESTERN 
POWERS MUST NOW DECIDE WHICH OF THE TWO SWAPO'S THEY ARE 
GOING TO RECOGNISE AND WHAT THEIR NEXT STEP WILL BE IF 
MR. SAM NUJOMA (SWAPO'S PRESIDENT) REJECTS THE SETTLEMENT 
PROPLSALS AFTER MR. SHIPANGA HAD ALREADY ACCEPTED THEM. 
WE HAVE DECIDED TO IMPLEMENT THE WESTERN PROPOSALS AND 
THE SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF 
THE UNITED NATIONS IS WELCOME TO COME TO THE TERRITORY," 
MR. STEYN SAID. "WE ARE NOW AWAITING WITH GREAT INTEREST 
THE REACTION OF THE WESTERN POWERS AND SWAPO." 

2. SABC CARRIED IN ITS COMMENTARY OF JUNE 21 A STATEMENT 
THAT THE ELECTION DATE WOULD BE SET SHORTLY. 

3. ARGUS GROUP REPORTED IN WINDHOEK, CLIVE COWLEY, 
CONFIRMED TO EMBASSY TEXT OF STEYN'S ANNOUNCEMENT. 
COWLEY ADDED THAT HE WAS SURE THE OFFICIAL REASONING 
BEHIND THE ANNOUNCEMENT WAS TO GET THE ELECTION HELD 
BEFORE THE ONSET OF THE RAINY SEASON, WHICH BEGINS IN 
DECEMBER OR JANUARY AND LASTS UNTIL APRIL. HE SAID 
OVAMBOLAND, WHERE 46 PCT OF THE VOTERS RESIDE, BECOMES 

A VIRTUAL FLOOD PLAIN DURING THE RAINS AND IT IS IMPOSSIBLE 
TO GET THE VOTERS TO THE POLLS. IF ELECTIONS AREN'T 
COMPLETED BEFORE THE RAINY SEASON COMMENCES, THEN THEY 
WILL BE PUSHED BACK UNTIL LATE- 1979, BECAUSE CAMPAIGNING 
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COULDN’T START UNTIL MAY. THIS, COWLEY FEELS, IS UNACCEPT- 
ABLE TO THE SAG. 

EDMONDSON 
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